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1. Define your material

Progress test     Worksheet Fill-the-blank exercise

Exam       Answer key Coursebook

Board game Quiz   Audio or video script

Language reference   Flashcards       Infographic

News article with questions Teacher’s notes





2. Apply basic principles



Title/sub-heading

Short instructions

Example answer

Numbering

I/he/she/we/they

Questions

Negatives

Personalisation

Hughes, J (2015) A Practical Introduction to Teacher Training in ELT Pavilion ELT, page 54

An image?



Unsplash, Compfight, Pixabay, Creative Commons, Google Images, DisabilityIn

3. Select images

Images from Hughes, Mauchline & Moore (2019) ETpedia Vocabulary Pavilion ELT



Where are they?
Who can you see?
What are they holding? 

Can you compare the three women?
What do you think is the title of the 
photo?
Can you write three questions for one 
of the women?

Image from Dummett, Hughes & Stephenson (2018) Life National Geographic Learning



4. Write effective questions

Hughes, J. (2013) ETpedia Pavilion ELT



5. Check the level of your texts

https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/home



There's been a change in the weather. Extreme events like 
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, which hit the coast of Louisiana in 
the USA, killing 1,830 people, are happening more frequently 
than they used to. Again, in the US, in April 2011, around one 
hundred separate tornadoes hit six southern states, which led 
to the loss of life and damage to property. Record heat waves 
have also been recorded across the globe. 2010 saw Moscow 
temperatures soar, and forest wildfires burn out of control 
across Russia. Australia, too, has had its fair share of the 
heat, with summer temperatures reaching record highs and 
record droughts for the last decade. 



Online tools for checking text:

Text Inspector
Oxford Text Checker
Vocab kitchen
English Vocabulary Profile
Sketch Engine





6. Design and accessibility





Images from Emily Bryson



7. Share and publish your materials

Photo by Markus Winkler on Unsplash

https://unsplash.com/@markuswinkler?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/share?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


8. Understand how other teachers will use your materials





9. Write user-friendly “rubrics” (instructions)

Get into pairs and write three questions which 
are for another pair and when you finish, join 
another pair of students and ask them. 

1. Work in pairs. Write three questions.
2. Join another pair. Ask and answer your questions.



10. Resources on materials writing 
https://www.pavpub.com/pavilion-elt/etpedia-series/etpedia-materials-writing
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